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caused a good deal of confusion, The natives of
North America were called Indians, and it was only
long afterwards, in fact quite lately, that people
began to write and speak of the natives of India
as Indians. When it was printed in the news-
papers that Indians were fighting for the British
Empire with the armies in France, the use of the
word Indian seemed wrong to a great many people ;
but it is now becoming so common that it will prob-
ably soon seem quite right. When it is used with
the old meaning we shall have to say the " Indians
of North America." Some people use the word
Hindu to describe the natives of India; but this
is not correct, as only some of the natives of India
are Hindus, just as the name Hindustan (a Persian
name meaning " land of the Hindus/' as Afghan-
istan means " land of the Afghans "), which some
old writers on geography used for India, is really
the name of one part of the land round the river
Ganges, where the language known as Hindi is
spoken.

The place-names of India given by natives of the
many different races which have lived in the land
could fill a book with their stories alone. We can
only mention a few. Ttie name of the great range
of mountains which runs across the north of the
continent, the Himalayas, means in Sanskrit, the
oldest language used in India, the "home of snow.'1
Bombay takes its name from Mumba, the name of
a goddess of an early tribe who occupied the dis-